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programs have been extremely well-received (Kidney calendar year 1998, the acceptance rate of original manu-
scripts was 33%. The turnaround time in calendar daysInternational 54:1017–1021, 1998).
between initial receipt of a manuscript and the date ofThe ISN also funds active Commissions: the Commis-
the first decision was about 40 to 45 days. The timesion on Acute Renal Failure chaired by Dr. Norbert
between acceptance and publication of an original manu-Lameire, the Informatics Commission chaired by Dr. Kim
script was 4.7 months. Efforts are being made to shortenSolez, the History of Nephrology Commission chaired
these intervals.by Dr. Leon Fine, and the Clinical Trials Commission
The Editor and the Associate Editors of Kidney Inter-chaired by Dr. Shaul Massry. These commissions direct
national welcome suggestions of the readership regard-the Society’s activities in specific areas that deserve spe-
ing the journal.cial attention.
At the Society’s XVth International Congress in Bue-
Saulo Klahrnos Aires, Argentina, the ISN spent $120,000 to fund
travel scholarships for younger physicians and trainees.
This program included a one-week training course at
different nephrology centers in Argentina and Brazil.
The fellows also attended the Congress and interacted Membership
actively with the speakers and scientists.
Any member of a national society of nephrology isContinuing medical education programs partially
eligible for proposal to membership in the Internationalfunded by the ISN include a 1998 Congress of Nephrol-
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s officialogy in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and a Feb-
Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidneyruary 1999 Johannesburg, South Africa Congress of Ne-
International (including all Supplements) for calendarphrology.
year 2000 is included in the annual year 2000 dues ofThe ISN supports two “Forefronts in Nephrology”
US $150.00. Potential members can secure applicationsymposia in non-Congress years and one Forefront in
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. Williamyears in which there is a Congress. For each Forefront
E. Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,meeting, the Society provides $50,000, and designates
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,40% for travel scholarships for young physicians and
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksscientists.
must be made payable to the International Society ofThis brief summary highlights the major activities of
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidour Society. The ISN is devoting substantial resources
through any United States bank.)to improve the transfer of knowledge, to improve the
training of the next generation of nephrologists and to ISN World Wide Web Page
improve care of the patient with kidney disease. It is a
The ISN Home Page on the World Wide Web (http://great privilege to work with you to achieve these goals
www.isn-online.org) describes ISN programs, lists offi-and I hope you will contact me with ideas and suggestions
cers, councilors and members of the Commission forfor improving our Society.
Developing Countries, and supplies general information
regarding ISN membership and subscription to KidneyWilliam E. Mitch
International.
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduateREPORT FROM THE EDITOR
courses, or workshops by the InternationalIn 1998, a total of 1148 manuscripts were submitted
Society of Nephrologyto the Editorial Office of Kidney International in St.
Louis. Of this number, 1019 manuscripts were original The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) en-
courages the organizers of scientific symposia, postgrad-submissions by authors and 129 were solicited papers by
the Editors (editorials, reviews, Nephrology Forum). Of uate courses, or workshops to apply to the Society for
sponsorship. ISN sponsorship will provide: (1) use of thethe original manuscripts received, 619 (61%) were con-
sidered basic research and 400 (39%) were considered Society’s name as a sponsor or co-sponsor; (2) announce-
ment of the meeting in Kidney International, contingentclinical studies.
The distribution of manuscripts received in 1998 was upon the receipt of written information in the Editorial
office at least 6 months in advance of the meeting; (3)as follows: Europe (42%), North America (USA and Can-
ada, 36%), Asian Pacific (19%), Latin America (2%), the possibility of partial financial support. Applications
must include the following information: (1) the topic,and Africa (1%).
The acceptance rate of submitted articles has been purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the
names and titles of the members of the scientific organiz-steady over the years, between 32% and 40%. For the
